GOWLA CONFERENCE

GUNJUR

Sunday 30 January 2005

The conference was introduced by Gibril Jallow, Chairman of GOWLA (Headteacher of the Gunjur Lower Basic School) and the morning session of the conference and he welcomed everyone to the TARUD office.

Ebriama Drameh Secretary General GOWLA

Thanked everyone for coming.  GOWLA was set up to:

· to promote and support linking in Gambia.  Committed to development of peace, democracy and humanity through linking.  

· create links between schools and communities between rural and urban areas within Gambia. 

· help ease goods through ports for distribution.

Ebrima welcomed any support GOWLA could receive from BUILD members.

Dr Jassey, Chair of area council

Welcomed everyone to Africa. Through linking people will understand each other and will bring peace.

Isatou Jallow, Vice Chairperson of GOWLA

GOWLA is umbrella organisations of link in the Gambia its aims are the relief of poverty and improvement of understanding.  In 2003 a new executive committee was formed and has spoken to government, NGO’s etc to move the work of GOWLA forward.

2005-08 GOWLA will embark on:

· establishing a secretariat

· mapping exercise of Gambia

· directory of links in Gambia

· national linking conference in 2005, all links in Gambia, 

· training programmes for members through workshops, linking for learning, etc global issues, global warming.  

· Collaboration with WHO, UNICEF in fight against deadly diseases.  

Role of women, - linking needs and can only succeed with the involvement of women, reduction of illiteracy etc.   

GOWLA now has bank account in Trust bank and will register as an NGO in the future.  

Nick Maurice, Director of UKOWLA

Paid tribute to the people of Gunjur, the GLC and to GOWLA and the welcome we received.

Spoke about the background and formation of BUILD

All Party Parliamentary Group ”Connecting Communities” launched in 2003. Gives BUILD the potential to give input into the UK Government Education Department’s International Strategy, DFID and other G. Also recognise the potential for international partnerships to bring greater social cohesion within our own communities, North and South.

Commission for Africa:  BUILD has put in a submission to the Commission for Africa and is awaiting their report which is due out in March

BBC World Class, big initiative to encourage school linking, 1000 schools in UK and Africa linked. Concerned about quality of link – but a great opportunity.  

Toolkit of Good Practice of Linking, we all need to consider what the underlying principles are.  

Nick thanked everyone at GOWLA for organising the meeting.

David Swettenham, JOLE Rider Foundation

The Foundation was set up to support and encourage positive change with awareness, sensitivity and creativity in the world.  There is too much reliance on politicians to bring about change.  

There are many unwanted bikes in UK, they could be bought to Gambia as transport for children to school.  Classes would be started for teenage Gambian students to work along side UK students to learn bike repair and maintenance.  This could lead to students becoming interested in engineering and a vehicle by which young people can be encouraged to apply those skills and go on to achieve new heights through education.   Education and skills transfer coupled with understanding of our neighbours in a different continent.

Sir Nigel Thompson, Chair of BUILD

Thanked everyone for the welcome, and what an unforgettable experience it was.  Congratulated GOWLA on the conference.  He reiterated that linking is very important.  In the West communities are breaking down and there is the headlong pursuit of materialism, we can lean from the community of Gunjur.  Explained about BUILD and the organisations that make up the coalition, its mission, aims etc.  

David Clamp VSO

David explained that VSO very supportive of GOWLA and of linking.

VSO is now an international organisation which has been in The Gambia since 1960 and has brought volunteers from a number of countries, now have many nationalities amongst volunteer community.  VSO is focussing work on setting up longer term partnerships, best done through linking.  Need to find ways VSO can work alongside GOWLA, Toolkit will be very useful to VSO, linking also has pitfalls.

VSO mainstream programmes don’t support linking, mainly education working alongside the government, work in rural areas alongside communities and also disability, but all these give rise to the opportunity to work in Linking.

Gives full support to GOWLA, UKOWLA and BUILD, would like VSO to seen as very active supportive partner with GOWLA.

Madi Jatta, TARUD

There would be no TARUD if it was not for the Marlborough / Gunjur link.

Role of TARUD is focussing on linking activities and development programmes, e.g. micro- finance, education, health and environmental issues.  Have had some very good success stories, eg pre-school, empowerment of women, sanitation and water, making water safe for drinking.  There are administrative problems at the moment as there is no Programme Director.  Would like to continue to expand and get GOWLA involved in what TARUD are doing.  

What do we expect from linking, expectations from the south are very high.  

Mike Waldron, Princes’ Trust

Mike’s last visit on behalf of Princes’ Trust with a germ of an idea to bring young people from the UK of different faith without financial resource to Gambia to learn from living in a predominately Muslim community

Since Mike’s last visit he has formed an NGO the LOFT Foundation:  this will undertake social research in UK and Europe, training in diversity and interfaith issues for companies to understand their resource, UK based programmes to help people to understand different faith communities.  Part of the LOFT remit will be a programme called “Guests in Good Faith”: it won’t be about ethnicity, nationality etc but will be about faith, the UK is a very diverse country, there are over two million Muslims, also Sikhs, Christians, Jews etc   Faith is also about a way of life and how you live it.  The Guests in Good Faith Programme will bring disadvantaged young people together to understand themselves and to appreciate their potential.  Different groups of young people of different faiths will be brought together and go to countries where there is a predominately single faith.  The first group will come to Gunjur for about 3 weeks, they will participate in a project identified by the people of Gunjur.  The benefit to the young people will be a greater understanding of Islam and on their return to the UK they will become agents for change within their own communities facilitated by LOFT

The Honourable Paul Mende, MP Kombo South

Thanked everyone for being invited.  The Link has paid a vital role in development of Gunjur.  Link that has been established will pave the way for change, all different ethnic groups, cultural social will be able to gain momentum.  Christians are only 1% in Gambia, whereas Muslims represent 95% of the population but as a Christian he has been elected by the community to show that we are all human beings regardless of faith.  Efforts of link have paved the way to bring understanding between the people of Kombo South, expand the project all over Kombo South and if possible the whole of Gambia.  Linking creates understanding between young and old and works towards a single purpose.  Need to educate the less fortunate that we are all the same and we should embrace one another to leave a peaceful and prosperous world.  

Lamin Camara , Vice Principal

Senior Secondary in Brikama linked with college in Bristol, came about from Bristol schools link with Gambia college.  Established in 1999, prior to that was involved in Armitage school link with Bromsgrove High School.  Mr Camara led a delegation to Bromsgrove in 1989.  Linking is very important vehicle that can bring about understanding between communities and peoples of diverse cultural background.  There is culture shock on both sides on visits in both directions you will see and experience things you could not imagine.  Communities should be there to support and help, misconceptions are the cause of some of the problems in the world, we will value each other more through linking and understanding.  Learn from each other it is the most important thing.

Mr Karamba Barrow

From Albreda Primary school on North bank which is linked with Mossbank Primary in the Shetland Islands.  His experience is very slim at the moment but the school is looking towards wider horizons.  The school has been linked for almost 5 years.  When Mr Barrow joined the school he was given a development plan by the outgoing Head Teacher about the link, it was being run by the old Head only.  Mr Barrow felt that the all the school staff and the community needed to be involved in the link.  Now every month there is a project run by a different teacher.  The first project was re-using rubbish like plastic bags, the children and teachers were trained in weaving and now produce bags, hats, purses etc out of rubbish that are being sent to the UK and sold.  This month they are looking at music, drumming rhythms and the different African beats.

He hopes to visit Mossbank school.

Ebriama Drammeh

Jambanjelli school link, primary and upper basic school is linked to school in Holland, which started in 2004 February after a visit from a Dutch ex Head Teacher to the school. have put together a MOU, to be looked at together and have common aims.  Have been communicating between letters, hopefully reciprocal visits will start.

The school is close to the coast and tourists come to visit, there is a tourist committee at school to show tourists round and talk to them about educational system.  Ebrima is a member of the committee.  

It was felt that linking should be broad and involve everyone in community and a committee of students, PTA members, teachers was identified to be collectively responsible for letting tourists know what is happening in the education system and to get them more involved, also exposing tourists to different cultures and the way people in The Gambia live.

Mrs Wonto Jallow gave vote of thanks, GOWLA members will succeed with help of secretary, chairman and vice chairman.  Linking is a good idea and should be structured to be as useful as possible to both sides.  Through these relationships we will all live together.  Thanks to TARUD for hosting the meeting and thanks to all those who came to the meeting


The meeting resumed under the Mango Tree at the Gunjur Lower Basic School where Lamin Camara took over as Chairman.

Role of Women in Linking

GOWLA thanked all the women attending the conference.  Women have a vital role in linking and are now becoming decision and policy makers within the group, the Vice Chair is a woman.

Kaddy Bajo, GLC Representative

Kaddy spoke about the history of the link, exchange of young people, training of young people in Marlborough and the projects that have been run over the years of the link.  900 hundred people have benefited.

Mrs Johbateh, Department of State for Education

Mrs Johbeteh was not aware of the Marlborough/Gunjur link.  She offered educational workers in the Government to go into schools with links to see what is happening.

REPORT BACK FROM WORKSHOP

1. What would GOWLA like to see on the Agenda for the South Africa Conference

· Misconceptions from the South and the North addressed

· Involving politicians for advocacy

· Women’s participation – taking an active part

· Involving religious leaders, community leaders and faith groups

· Use music, culture and the arts

· Look at channels of communication between communities and links

· HIV/AIDs – use the school links where students can perform dramas, include religious leaders to spread the message, educate and reduce the stigma

· Use the Millennium Development Goals: gender, poverty, education and health – show how linking can help achieve some or all of these

· Use Information, Education and communication tools - a quick way of informing and attracting people

· Toolkit “Having both communities working towards the advancement of each other”

2. What do GOWLA members feel are some of the underlying principles in terms of linking

· Openness and fairplay throughout
· Mutual respect for all members and regard for oneself and others
· effective and honest communication flow
· encourage and engage women’s participation
· mutual trust
· flexibility
· tolerance of culture and individual difference
· regular review of all activities
3. Can linking do harm in communities, how can we prevent that harm

               Problems

· expectations being falsely raised

· trapped in donor driven assistance

· link controlled by too few people

· problems due to lack of communication

· either too much or too little information

· lack of clarity and objectives

· democracy important – need for transparency

· non participation by those outside the link can be a problem

· party politics can be a problem – exclude from linking

Solutions

· Open and honest communication

· Regular meetings/workshops

· Written constitution – enhance democracy

· Memorandum of Understanding between partners

· Regular monitoring of what is being done

4. How can linking contribute to social cohesion

· Introducing in-country study tours where communities will learn from each other about linking

· Breaking barriers to mutual understanding and respect

· Include other marginalized groups – eg. physically challenged 

· Peace building – eg. between Gunjur and UK, mistrust from history broken down through link

KKB – TANGO

TANGO was established in 1983 and was set up to coordinate and act as a mouthpiece for NGO in The Gambia.  It is funded by members and donors of specific projects in The Gambia.  TANGO is also a members of a group on international organisation helping to alleviate poverty.

Lamin Camara - Closing remarks

Thanked everyone for attending and felt that this conference was the beginning of something big.  

GOWLA is growing and is attracting new members and through linking we are understanding each others cultures better and with that comes mutual respect.  

Everyone must serve as an ambassador for linking outside GOWLA.




Workshops for under the Mango Tree


What would GOWLA like to see on the agenda for the SA conference?


What do GOWLA members feel are some of the underlying principles in terms of linking?


Can linking do harm in communities generally, how can we prevent that harm?


How can linking contribute to social cohesion within communities and countries?














