REPORT ON A TRAINING SESSION HELD AT GUNJUR 13.01.08

“An introduction to DGSP” 
By Ronnie Carvell VSO Teacher Trainer in The Gambia.
     January 18th 2008; a quiet, lazy Sunday morning for most Gambians, but at Gunjur Lower Basic School it was all action.  Head teachers, teachers and members of GOWLA (Gambian One World Linking Association) arrived, eager to learn more about the way forward to forming a partnership with an English school, the ethos of DGSP (DfID Global School Partnerships) and the educational benefits that could be shared. 

     As people had travelled from far and wide the meeting started in true Gambian style with a delicious breakfast of salad and sardine rolls with tea.  Prayers were said, introductions made, and opening remarks by the Chairman and Secretary of GOWLA were well received.
     Then Ronnie Carvell, known as Fatoumata Ceesay in The Gambia, a VSO volunteer with a special interest in linking led the training session.  After describing the aims of DGSP, how it is organized and further discussion points, participants worked in pairs to design a logo for the word ‘partnership’ with an educational feel. One of the best designs, showing a Gambian and a U.K. teacher each holding a handle of a wheel barrow full of Gambian and English schoolchildren, gave the explanation that the teachers were pushing the children together, to a more informed and globally aware future!  Many participants mentioned the all important words connected with partnerships of ‘educational’ and ‘equity based’ or ‘working together’.  Fatoumata also impressed on the participants how sustainability was another important factor and discussed ways to achieve this.

     Participants were kept active by a variety of thinking tasks individually, in pairs and in groups and the morning whizzed by.  Suddenly it was time for prayers and with lunch not quite ready it was voted that we carried on with the activities.

     The group studied the Grade 3 Gambian English Text book and came up with a multitude of ideas that could be done as projects with English schools. As head teachers they were able to see that by developing ideas from the book how easy it was to fit partnership work into everyday learning, how it would encourage teachers to expand their teaching and learning by ‘thinking outside the box’ and how pupils would develop questioning skills.  Another exercise had participants considering how partnerships could help in breaking down ‘stereotypes’ and realizing how rich The Gambia is in terms of history, culture and family and community  participation as opposed to thinking it is seen as ‘another poor African country’.  Participants were eager to put forward ideas as to how these issues could be explored and reinforced within a partnership, resulting in a higher profile for The Gambia and increased knowledge by all parties in a partnership. Fatoumata Ceesay informed them that many English schools used the Oxfam guidelines of knowledge, skills, values and attitudes as a helpful guideline when planning lessons.  Further ideas and discussions took place regarding sustainability and the importance of involving ‘the whole school’ and being open and honest in the partnership.
     Ebrima Drammeh, the secretary of GOWLA, then spoke about GOWLA’s role as an advisory body, how they could help in finding partner schools and give support and guidance to people wanting, and already involved in partnerships.

     Although the mouthwatering aroma of lunch then wafted into the room, participants were eager to ask further questions and register with GOWLA.  Despite many having travelled long distances enthusiasm was high and lively chatter continued through lunch.  People eventually drifted off and GOWLA were delighted with the interest shown especially as participants came forward asking to arrange further sensitization talks in other areas of The Gambia.
     So, another step forward for GOWLA, a hardworking voluntary body, actively seeking funding to build their capacity as an indigenous organization promoting school and community partnerships with The Gambia.

